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Agenda
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• Roundtable updates
• Latest vaccination trends
• Bivalent boosters
• Open Forum



Roundtable updates
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• Hospital
• Ontario Health
• Home and Community Care
• Ontario Health Teams
• Pharmacy
• Pediatrics
• Primary Care
• Community



0-5 COVID-19 vaccination coverage in Halton
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As of September 9, 2022



5-11 COVID-19 booster coverage in Halton
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1,459 children ages 5-11 have had their 
third dose, representing 3% coverage of 
third doses in that age group (as of Sept 8, 
2022)



Bivalent Vaccines
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Bivalent COVID-19 vaccine
• Moderna authorized by Health Canada on September 1

• protects against the original COVID-19 virus and the Omicron 
(BA.1) variant.

• Pfizer has submitted to Health Canada for a similar product
• protects against the original COVID-19 virus and the Omicron 

(BA.1) variant.
• Authorization expected later in September

• Pfizer has submitted a second application for a BA.4/BA.5-containing 
product.

• This is not expected to be available in the Fall.
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Effectiveness of Boosters with original strain

• 61, 344 residents of LTCs in Ontario
• Dec 30/21 – Apr 27/22, when 

omicron was dominant.
• Small increase in protection from 

second booster compared to first
• Uncertain duration
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Grewal R, et al. Effectiveness of a fourth dose of covid-19 
mRNA vaccine against the omicron variant among long term 
care residents in Ontario, Canada: test negative design study. 
BMJ. 2022 Jul 6;378:e071502. 

https://www.bmj.com/content/378/bmj-2022-071502


Effectiveness of BA.1 containing vaccines
• BA4. and BA.5 now the dominant strains circulating
• The Omicron variant is partially evasive of the immunity conferred by 

original COVID-19 vaccines and infection with other COVID-19 
variants.

• Some emerging evidence that immune evasion may be greater for 
BA.4 and BA.5 compared to other Omicron subvariants.

• Hybrid immunity, immunity derived from both infection and 
vaccination, provides more robust protection than from either 
vaccine only or infection only, but of uncertain duration.

• Emerging evidence that in Canada older adults are less likely to 
have been infected with Omicron. 
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Effectiveness of BA.1 containing vaccines
• Clinical trial data:

• All participants had received a 2 dose primary series and first booster
• Moderna bivalent elicited higher neutralizing antibody responses 

against Omicron BA.1, BA.4 and BA.5, across all age groups, including 
older people

• Antibody response was higher than the levels seen in the original 
Phase 3 trials for Moderna monovalent

• Unknown clinical significance
• People without evidence of prior infection had a larger relative increase 

in antibodies, but overall lower levels than people with evidence of 
infection

• Hypothesize that those with a history of infection may have more 
rapidly induced immunity from a booster; those without a history of 
infection may benefit from vaccine-induced priming. 

10



NACI recommendations for bivalent boosters

11

• 18+ who are recommended to receive a fall booster dose – one dose of a 
bivalent Omicron containing mRNA COVID-19 vaccine. If the bivalent Omicron 
containing mRNA COVID-19 vaccine is not readily available, an original mRNA 
COVID-19 vaccine should be offered to ensure timely protection

• 12-17 with moderately to severely immunocompromising conditions and/or who 
have biological or social risk factors that place them at high risk of severe 
outcomes from COVID-19 – one dose of a bivalent Omicron-containing mRNA 
COVID-19 vaccine may be offered off-label. 

• Individuals eligible for fall boosters, especially those at increased risk for severe 
outcomes from COVID-19, should not delay their planned vaccination in 
anticipation of a bivalent Omicron-containing COVID-19 vaccine. Individuals 
choosing to delay a booster dose in anticipation of a new vaccine should 
carefully consider their individual risk. 



Provincial Rollout
• Starting September 12, certain higher risk groups may receive a bivalent 

COVID-19 booster dose:
• Adults 70 years of age and older
• Immunocompromised individuals who are 12 years of age and older
• Residents of congregate settings
• Healthcare workers
• Pregnant individuals
• First Nations, Inuit and Metis individuals and their household members 

18+
• Starting September 26, all persons 18+ may receive a bivalent COVID-19 

vaccine
• **Anticipate once bivalent Pfizer is approved, people 12+ will be able to 

receive a bivalent vaccine.
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Moderna Spikevax bivalent vaccine
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Recommended & 
minimum intervals 
for COVID 
vaccination
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Suggested intervals between infection & 
boosters
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Open Forum
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